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You know the TUC used as one of their excuses for calling off the strike that 
violence was mounting. What do you think about that? 
 
The violence may have been mounting in the sense that the police were becoming 
more and more, not only truculent as they were in the beginning, but vicious. When 
they were attacking the workers they didn’t discriminate whether you were a man or a 
woman – a boy or a girl – or what, if you was one of the people who was massed there 
then you were fair game for their truncheons - and they used to bring them down an’ 
all! And I might say that subsequent to the ending of the strike many an old score was 
settled between the men and some of the police, particularly those who had been more 
vicious than the rest of them.  And they were all vicious but some of them more so. 
But they more than paid the price – several of them had to be retired afterwards 
because of the damage that had been done to them by the men and women in the area 
where they had been assaulted by the police. 
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